
Issue 3: November 20, 2013

the village VOICE
The ICAAP Community's Daily Newsletter

Issue 3: November 20, 2013   

QUOTE OF THE DAY:  ZERO FUNDING+ZERO POLITICAL WILL+ZERO LEGAL REFORM=ZERO CHANGE
-ICAAP Community Forum

Lounging Around...
(Today’s Events at the Lounges)

PLHIV Lounge
1000- 1200: Reproductive Rights of People
                        Living with HIV/AIDS

Women Networking Zone
1200 – 1400: Women and Pregnancy,  
                          Contraception & Abortion

Migrant Networking Zone
1500 – 1630: Special Vulnerabilities of 
                          Female Migrant Workers and 
                          Spouses

Youth Zone
1700 – 2000: Building Capacity of 
                          leadership, advocacy and 
                          communication for YKAP

In the lower levels of the Queen Siriket 
National Convention Centre there is a 
bustle of creative activity going on.  Nearly 
100 NGOs and CBOs have set up booths 
not only displaying their brochures and 
publications but also their commitment 
to finding innovative methods to get  their 
message across. 

In the booth of The Purple Sky Foundation 
there is a white Christmas tree with 
condom for  decorations, a reminder to 
us all that when we go out to celebrate at 
New Year we should also go prepared and 
have our condoms ready! Meanwhile the 
Health and Opportunity Network (HON) 
is distributing female condoms to 1,000 
lucky women! And when those have run 
out, there may be another 1000 or so 
currently impressively displayed in the 
shape of a peacock.

Further along, two young men sit dressed in 
traditional Thai court attire in the Bangkok 
Rainbow Organisation booth ready to 
show the world MSM and transgenders are 
also Thai and live within the Thai culture. 
At the The Poz Home Centre booth, a 
transgender member of the group sits in a  
cage waiting to be freed. When passersby 
get involved in freeing her, it symbolises 
people living together, helping each other 
without stigma.

In another soi, the Pink Monkey 
organization sports a very pink booth, 
including a very cute pink monkey. Why 
pink, why monkey? Monkey because the 
group comes from Lopburi, where the 
monkey reigns and pink because it is the 
symbol of love for all genders!

(continued on page 4)

The Village is Open!



The Village Voice Issue 3: November 20, 2013

Welcome to the Asia Pacific Village Café, home of the Community Dialogue Space! Join grassroots implementers, 
civil society, parliamentarians, donors, UN leaders and scientists in discussing future scenarios on funding, legal 
reforms and political will. Ask your questions and give your comment while sipping a free cup of excellent tea or 
coffee!

Our schedule for 20th November is:

1030 – 1200 Meet the UN Leaders featuring UNAIDS with WHO, UNDP, UNODC, ILO and UNICEF

1330 – 1500 Dialogue with Donors on the Future Funding Scenario in Asia Pacific

1500 – 1600 The Engagement at the Grassroots Level: A dialogue with Asian Red Ribbon Award Winners (Panelists 
include DPN+ India; THE HELP, Myanmar; Positive Women’s Network, Sri Lanka; Jason Sigurdson, Human Rights 
Advisor)

1600 – 1730 In the Driver’s Seat: The Role of Communities in Anti-Retroviral Therapy for Treatment as Prevention 

Naloxone Ninja needs YOUR help to fight drug overdose!

Overdose is a major and often 
overlooked cause of death 
among people who use heroin 
or other opioids. Naloxone is 
an easy-to-use, safe, and highly 
effective lifesaving antidote 
to overdose. Drug users, their 
families, outreach workers and 
the police can be trained to 
use naloxone in the event of 
an overdose and save lives. 

Join Naloxone Ninja, PSI 
and TTAG in the Drug User 
Networking Zone on Nov 20 
and 21 from 14:30-16:30 to 
learn more about  naloxone 
and how to use it! 

For more info: 
visit naloxoneinfo.org, 
and follow @NaloxoneNinja 
on Twitter.

Community Chats @ The Cafe
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“HIV is a Virus, Not a Moral issue”: 

”HIV is a virus, not a moral issue” stated the banner in the room, 
setting the tone for the pre-conference interfaith symposium.  
Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddist  leaders and various 
representatives of Interfaith organisations and relevant supporters 
and agencies such as UNAIDS joined together for 
the symposium, entitled “Mobilizing Faith Leaders and 
Communities in Achieving the Triple Zero,” hosted by the Asian 
Inter Faith Network on HIV/AIDS (AINA) on Monday morning.  
There are a lot of religious leaders  and faith-based organisations 
who are leading by example, working in the field and not 
pontificating from their pulpits However, more needs to be done, 
there a lot more religious leaders who spoil all this good work by 
distancing themselves from the issues of HIV through stigma and 
condemnation from the golden towers of religiosity. The inclusion 
of young faith leaders is a good sign of change, utilising innovation 
as one gay male speaker indicated that religious leaders need to 
reach out more and reaching into young people using  modern communication tools, such as social media etc. The subject of dialogue 
between religious leaders and key populations and people living with the virus was articulated often throughout the meeting, and the 
need to understand and learn from each other. HIV is not  just a medical term; it engenders social justice and spirituality and deserves 
a fully effective response to the whole picture. Transmitting and providing oversight at the country level and the inclusion of women’s 
rights  is to be included in the equation. There is a need for religious leaders to examine their own sexuality before making judgement 
on the diverse sexually orientated gender groups as one speaker quite aptly stated. The issue of theology and dogma of all religions 
was discussed  in length, and when a heterosexual couple have sex it regarded as love where a same sex couple have sex it is a sin. The 
idea that most religious doctrine is man-made can be deconstructed  and reconstructed to eradicate the stigma.

-Ken Moala, Pacific Sexual Diversity Network

(cont. from page 1)

The calendar being given out by the  Life Skills Development 
Foundation is very popular. They work with indigenous 
people in the six upper Northern provinces of Thailand 
promoting AIDS awareness and an end to discrimination 
and stigma.  The PSI booth nearby is promoting rapid testing 
through distributing bags embroidered with the words “HIV 
testing is easy”.
  
The Church of Christ Ministry booth is reaching out to new 
networks such as Lanna Coffee to help increase understanding 
about the lives and difficulties of marginalized groups.  As well 
as selling coffee at their booth, they are also selling buffaloes. 
A symbol of hope and sustainability in Thailand.

Possibly reflecting  the lack of funding available, only a handful 
of booths are from organisations outside of Thailand. One of 
these is Dristi Nepal which is selling Nepalese handicrafts 
made by women who use drugs and/or live with HIV.  The 
CONE community works in Manipur with drug users and is 
promoting human rights and empowerment through posters 
and T-shirts. 

Other booths from different countries may open over the 
next few days, so do keep wandering through the lanes, who 
knows who you will meet or what new creative ideas will 
catch your imagination.

“South-South Cooperation on 
Universal Health Coverage”

Wed., 20 Nov, 12.15 to 13.45,
Hall D 

Join this Satellite Session entitled “South-South 
Cooperation on Universal Health Coverage: The Journey 
of Universal Access to Antiretroviral Treatment in 
Thailand,” and get more inspired to advocate for the 
healthcare system for all! Lunch will be provided on a 
first come, first served basis. We look forward to seeing 
you!

Health Care For All!


